
 
	

Servitude Over Sovereignty 
May 5 / 6 
John 13:1-16 
 
We live in a culture that values living 
for yourself.  We are encouraged to get 
more, achieve more, do more – for 
ourselves.  Self-advancement, self-help, 
self-motivation are bywords of our 
culture.  Maybe that’s been true of 
every culture from the beginning until 
now.   
 
The Simple Gospel is about 
experiencing the reality of the next life 
in the here and now of this life.  The 
Simple Gospel stands against our 
culture in many ways.  But this is seen 
nowhere more clearly than in the value 
of servitude.  Jesus didn’t just talk 
about it, he lived it out and gave us an 
example to follow in his steps. 
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Welcome 
• Introduce anyone new to the group.   
• Icebreaker:  Tell about a time that 

someone did something to serve you in 
an expected and meaningful way. 

 
Opening Prayer 
Ask God to prepare your hearts for what 
he wants to teach you.  Pray that each 
person would believe that God wants to 
speak to him or her over the coming 
hour.  Pray that each person would listen 
and hear. 

 
Vision 
Encourage your group to participate in 
the “30 Days of Prayer for the Muslim 
World” effort.  Beginning on May 15, you 
can join with millions of Christians around 
the world who are praying for the Muslim 
World in a deliberate and respectful way.  
It coincides with the observance of the 
month of Ramadan by all Muslims.  As we 
pray for Muslims, we will learn to see 
those who follow Islam through the lens 
of how God sees them, rather than 
through the latest media sound bytes.  
Prayer booklets are available at 
Crossroads.  For more information, visit 
30daysprayer.com. 

 
Look Back 

• How did you experience God this 
week?   

• Did you follow through on a step of 
obedience from the group’s last 
meeting? 

• Have you shared your story or God’s 
story recently?  How did it go? 

 
 
 
 
 



 
	

Look Up 
• Picture this scene.  The disciples and 

Jesus are preparing for the most 
significant religious observance in the 
Jewish calendar – the celebration of 
Passover.  This meal was a reminder of 
the way God delivered the nation of 
Israel from slavery in Egypt many 
centuries earlier.  The mood was 
somber and reflective.  The group was 
probably very quiet as they entered the 
room where everything was prepared.  
The meal begins.  Then, Jesus did 
something unexpected.  He got up, took 
a towel, and one by one, he began to 
wash the disciples’ feet. 

• Read through John 13:1-17 one time as a 
group.   
 

 
 

What do you like or not like from this 
passage? What is challenging or 
difficult to understand?  

 
 

• John, when he recorded this scene, 
wanted to make sure we understand 
that Judas was there and had already 
made plans to betray Jesus.  What do 
you think was going through his mind 
as Jesus washed his feet?  What must it 
have been like for Jesus to wash Judas? 

 
 
 

• Can you relate to Peter’s reaction?  
What did Jesus mean by “Unless I wash 
you, you have no part with me,” given 
that this act of serving was small in 
comparison with what he would soon 
face on the cross? 

 
 

• Several times this weekend, Patrick 
said, “Jesus doesn’t want something 
from you, he wants something for you.”  
Discuss how that relates to this 
passage. 
 
Before moving to the next set of 
questions, read through the passage 
again. 
 

What does this passage say about 
Jesus?  What does it say about us? 
 
 

• Discuss the idea that Jesus serves us, 
but calls us to a life of serving.  That 
he offers us life, but at the cost of our 
lives. 
 
 

• Jesus told his disciples that they 
would blessed if they follow his 
example.  What blessings come by 
living our lives to serve others?  How 
does that compare to living for our 
own interests? 
 
 
 
 

Look Ahead 
• Take a few minutes for silent prayer 

before Looking Ahead.  
• What is one way you can obey this 

passage?   
• With whom can you share this 

passage?  Pair up and role play telling 
the story. 

• Be specific and pray for one another, 
that God would open the right doors 
for each conversation to take place. 
 


